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passing them, stopped; the King put his head and hands out,
laughing and beckoning to the boy and his sister. The Mozart
family remained over a year in England. When the London
visit came to an end the Dutch ambassador followed the post-
chaise of the Mozarts, and, catching them up, said that he was
commanded by Princess von Weilburg, sister of the Prince of
Orange, to invite them urgently to The Hague. The invitation
was accepted. Finally the family returned home by Malines
(on the invitation of the Archbishop, an old friend of the
elder Mozart), Paris, where they were sought out and visited
by the Hereditary Prince of Brunswick (the famous general
of Frederick the Great, mortally wounded forty years later at
Auerstadt), Dijon, Lyons, Winterthur, Schaffhausen, Donau-
eschingen, and last, towards the end of the year 1766,
Salzburg. The Archbishop took back Leopold Mozart, after
his somewhat extended leave of absence, into the chapel
orchestra. This tour is an example of others which followed,
and shows how even in those years of bad roads and lum-
bering post-chaises travelling was a common thing in Western
and Central Europe, even for people of moderate means,
provided they were enterprising and talented. The Courts
and aristocracies and the cultured bourgeoisie of the larger
towns provided enthusiastic audiences or patrons. All this
travelling and excitement was rather hard on the small
boy, who would sometimes climb down in the middle of a
concert, from his seat at the harpsichord, to stroke a cat; or he
would be found by some rich patron hopping about the room
with a stick between his legs for a horse.
A few months' quiet work at Salzburg soon renewed the
Mozarts' zest for travelling; so, with another leave of absence
from the Archbishop, they went to Vienna in September 1767.
The Emperor Joseph II proposed that the young Mozart
should compose an opera, and seems even to have outlined
the plan of one. The boy, who was now twelve years old,
quickly (as his way was throughout life) composed an opera,
a large work of 558 manuscript pages, Laftnta Semplice (The
Pretended Simpkton), which was played in private in the houses